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Naples Boat Show 

MARINE 
INDUSTRIES 

IN THE 
New Year 

Healthy living 

Spain Flips Some Real Estate 
THE WORLD GAINS 
BLUE CURAÇAO 

Located at the Hilton Naples | 5111 Tamiami Trail North 
Reservations 239.430.4999 | Private Dining 239.659.3176 

www.ShulasNaples.com 
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Tourism 
A celebrated economic engine for the community 
SANDRA RIOS 
Public Relations & Communications 
Manager – Tourism Division 

I
f it seems that our “snowbirds” and 
visitors are returning sooner and 
staying longer, you’re right. While 
it is customary to see visitors arrive 
just prior to Tanksgiving and depart 

after the spring holidays, all indicators 
are showing that we are shifting from a 
seasonal community to a highly desirable, 
year-round travel destination. Many frst-
time visitors over the past eighteen months 
discovered our enviable wide-open spaces, 
pristine white sand beaches, and upscale, 
yet casual, lifestyle. Combined with the 
ability to work remotely and the desire to 
retire earlier or buy a 
second home, many 
of those visitors are 
now new residents 
of Collier County. It 
is wonderful to see 
that our destination 
has surpassed many 
others as a prime 
area for relocation 
and relaxation to so PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFF HERRON | JW MARRIOTT MARCO ISLAND 
many individuals 
across the country 
and beyond that had not known about us 
before. It’s fair to say Florida’s Paradise 
Coast has been “discovered”. You can rest 
assured that a new favorite GPS location 
has been tagged on many mobile devices. 

Tourists travel here for the very same 
reasons we live here—beautiful weather 
with 300+ days of sunshine annually, 
outstanding beaches, availability of luxury 
goods and services, a rich tapestry of 
museums, performing arts centers and 
cultural activities, and a wealth of healthy 
and adventurous outdoor activities. An 
additional point of great appeal is the 
abundance of “green space’ that houses our 
public parks and beach access points. Tese 
assets truly set us apart from most other 
luxury destinations and many are supported 
by tourism dollars generated throughout 
the year. Collier County amenities rival 

BEACH RESORT 

those of much larger 
metropolitan areas. 

Local businesses 
are quickly adjusting 
to the steadily 
increasing stream 
of customers and 
the area’s hotels are 
eagerly keeping pace 
by adjusting stafng 
to accommodate 
increased business volumes. Te pace of 
visitation and the value of such are hitting 
all-time highs. And that is a cause for 
celebration. 

Tourism is a key economic driver for 
Collier County accounting for the direct 
employment of over 30,000 individuals. 
It is rebounding to pre-pandemic levels 
at a steady pace and now comprises 

NAPLES, MARCO ISLAND, EVERGLADES CVB 

about 9.6% of 
the region’s 
workforce. Our 
local retailers, 
entertainment 
centers, sports 
facilities, 
attractions, and 
transportation 
companies, to 
name a few, 
beneft from 
strong tourism 
numbers. Tere 
is a multitude 
of small 
businesses and 
family-run 
companies 
that indirectly 

ARTIS-NAPLES beneft from 
tourism. Tese 

might include beauty salons, ftness and 
nutrition centers, spas, car dealerships, 
fnancial institutions, delivery companies, 
pet-related services, and even tax attorneys 
who reap the benefts of the tourism 
trickle down. 

Yet a signifcant page in the tourism 
playbook is not refected in employment 
numbers alone.  A stable and vibrant 
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economic landscape is fostered through a 
multi-faceted business environment and a 
roster of community-facing programs that 
support the day-to-day conveniences and 

To put things 
in perspective, the 
destination welcomed 
over two million visitors 

fnancial grants to develop new and 
enriching exhibits celebrating arts 
and cultural oferings in the region) 
$650,000 

As you can see, an impressive roster 
of vital assets is maintained by the TDT 
revenue. Collectively this represents a 
signifcant investment for the community 
and enriches the quality of life for all 
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ambiance that residents of Collier County 
enjoy. A substantial portion of tourism 
dollars is allocated annually towards a variety 
of critical community initiatives that help 
Collier County maintain its status as a 
highly desirable location for residents and 
visitors alike. Tourism is a quiet economic 
engine that plays a bigger role within our 
community than you might realize, and one 
that should certainly be celebrated. 

As a community, residents beneft 
directly from what is called the Tourist 
Development Tax (TDT). Te Tourist 
Development Tax is a 5% tax levied on all 
overnight hotel stays within the County, 
generated directly from those visiting our 
region. Tese dollars, which are overseen 
and appropriated by the TDC (Tourist 
Development Council), are reinvested in 
infrastructure projects, arts and cultural 
programs, and beach renourishment 
initiatives. Tese programs are vital to 
maintaining the standard of living and real 
estate values that make Collier County 
one of the fastest-growing and most highly 
sought-after markets in the country. Tese 
dollars also fuel the global marketing 
eforts that are required to keep the 
destination top of mind in an increasingly 
competitive market. 

in 2021. Tose visitors 
generated over $35 million in Tourist 
Development Tax (TDT) during that 
time and accounted for over $2.3 billion in 
spending over the course of the year. 

Using rounded numbers, the TDT is 
reinvested across the community within 
summarized categories, using defned 
percentages as outlined by Collier County 
statutes. Tese items are noted below: 

• Global Tourism Promotion 
(marketing campaigns and 
operational overhead) $12 million 

• Beach Park Facilities (maintenance 
and upgrades) $1 million 

• Beach Renourishment 
(replenishment of the iconic white 
sand beaches along our thirty-mile 
coastline and dredging projects that 
maintain open waterways allowing 
recreational and safe watercraft 
access through key waterway passes) 
$13 million 

• TDC Capital (projects such as the 
development and build-out of the 
Paradise Sports Complex) $5 million 

• County Museums (celebrating and 
preserving the rich history and 
heritage of the region) $2 million 

• Non-County Museums (providing 

County residents. It is important to note, 
not a single penny of tax-payer dollars 
is used to fund the programs, saving the 
average Collier County resident about 
$1,200 in real estate taxes annually. 

Now that much of the disruption caused 
by the pandemic is in our rearview mirror, 
it is timely to take a moment and refect on 
the signifcant role that tourism plays within 
the fabric of our community. It enriches the 
lives of residents by maintaining the quality 
of our beaches and public parks, supporting 
our arts and cultural institutions, creating 
a robust economic climate, and generating 
a strong global brand through marketing 
eforts which in turn generates opportunities 
for business growth. Tese elements 
combined elevate the quality of life for all 
Collier County residents. 

It is important to note that not many 
destinations can lay claim to possessing 
all the elements that create a perfect and 
welcoming tourist destination—a white sand 
ribboned coastline, wide-open spaces flled 
with untainted natural assets, exceptional 
entertainment, outstanding attractions, and 
an unmatched lifestyle. 

And all we must do is look no further 
than our own backyard. 
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